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Quotes from C. G. Jung, CW8

“The aim of individuation is nothing less than to divest the self of the false wrappings of the persona on the one hand, and of the suggestive power of primordial images on the other.”  (par. 269)  “…Our own existence is an experiment of nature, an attempt at a new synthesis.”  (par. 730)

“The great question now is: in what do these unconscious processes consist?  And how are they constituted?  Naturally, so long as they are unconscious, nothing can be said about them.  But sometimes they manifest themselves, partly through symptoms, partly through actions, opinions, affects, fantasies, and dreams.  Aided by such observational material we can draw indirect conclusions as to the momentary state and constitution of the unconscious processes and their development.” (par. 272)

“Since however much we may make conscious there will always exist an indeterminate and indeterminable amount of unconscious material which belongs to the totality of the self.  Hence the self will always remain a supraordinate quantity.”  (par. 274)

“It would never do to foist our conscious psychology upon the unconscious.  Its mentality is an instinctive one; it has no differentiated functions, and it does not ‘think’ as we understand ‘thinking’.  It simply creates an image that answers to the conscious situation.  This image contains as much thought as feeling and is anything rather than a product of rationalistic reflection.  Such an image would be better described as an artist’s vision.”  (par. 289)

“And just as the conscious mind can put the question, ‘Why is there this frightful conflict between good and evil?’, so the unconscious can reply, ‘Look closer! Each needs the other.  The best, just because it is the best, holds the seed of evil, and there is nothing so bad but good can come of it.” (par. 289)

“The unconscious is not just a reactive mirror-reflection, but an independent, productive activity, its realm of experience is a self-contained world, having its own reality, of which we can only say that it affects us as we affect it—precisely what we say about our experience of the outer world.”  (par. 292)

“only in our creative acts do we step forth into the light and see ourselves whole and complete.”  (par. 379)

“Never shall we put any face on the world other than our own, and we have to do this precisely in order to find ourselves.”  (par. 737)
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