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“At some point, I gave up being an apologist
for doctrine and embarked on a quest for
truth. I am excruciatingly aware that my
conclusions are not orthodox, but that does
not mean that they are untrue.”
Marjorie Starbird, The Woman with the Alabaster Jar, 1993.

Image: Triple Spiral of Life, symbol of the Goddess. 



Goals of From Sacred Earth to 

High Heaven
1. To show the precursor of Holy Mother 

Mary in the pre-historic evidence of the 
Earth Mother Goddess

2. To account for the loss of women’s 
leadership and recognition of the 
Divine Feminine in the early Christian 
Church

3. To affirm expressions of the Feminine 
and Masculine on our psycho-spiritual 
journey to individuation.

Mary and Child 
St. Mary’s Retreat Center, Sewanee TN

Photo: Lumpkin, J. 2014



From Sacred Earth to High Heaven

Outline

 Before Father God, Was Mother God

 Theory of Kurgan Incursions

 Imposition of New Mythology 

 Hidden Goddess of Christian Faith

 Followers and Evangelists 

 Roman Empire-Roman Church

Gumelnita Lovers artifact. Culture 3800-3000 BC, 
located Eastern Balkans and lower Danube River. 

https://www.oxfordreference.com/view/10.1093/oi/authority.201
10803095912311



BEFORE FATHER GOD

MOTHER GOD WAS

“The mysteries of female biology dominated religious 
and artistic thought, as well as social organization, for 
at least the first 200,000 years of human life on earth”. 
(The Great Cosmic Mother, Sjöö M. (pron. S-joo) & B. Mor, 1987)

God Giving 
Birth, Monica 
Sjöö, 1968
//womennart.
com/2019/01
/16/god-
giving-birth-
by-monica-
sjoo/



Archeology Tells Mother God Story 

• Life-Death-Rebirth cycle evident in Neanderthal graves (200,000-40,000 B.C.) 

• Dead curled in fetal positions 

• Head facing west, feet pointing east*

• Fauna in hand or on body; colored with red ocher (www.neandertals.org/ritual.html)

• Position assisted return to Earth Mother (Sjöö M. & B. Mor, 1987)

• Earth-Mother-Goddess worshipped tens of thousands of years on every continent1

(Levy R., 1948;Gimbutas, M. 1999; Matthews C., 2001)

• Father-God Religion practiced ~6,000 years2 until present time

• Centrality of the Mother-Goddess in Paleolithic and Neolithic eras of Old Europe 
discovered by two women scholar-archeologists in 20th C.

* Likely related to sun rising in east; setting in west 

1 Pre-historic peoples integrated the Mother-Goddess in a cosmology of their understanding of birth, life, death, rebirth all 
over the world, in every continent. The main focus in this presentation is on the Western world, ie. Old Europe, the 
Mediterranean, and the Near and Middle East. We will not address the Eastern Orthodox Church.  
2 Using Gimbutas’ timeline



20th Century Discoveries 
Lost in Plain Sight

Rachel Levy’s Theories

In her seminal work, The Gate of Horn*, Rachel Levy (1883-1966)
analyzed numerous archaelogical sites of Old Europe and Middle East.  
She examined religious artifacts from Upper Paleolithic (40,000-
10,000 BC) to the Classical Age of Greek and Rome (500-300 BC):

◦ Saw incontrovertible evidence of the Mother-Goddess in caves, 
paintings, earth mounds, dolmans, megaliths (cave=temple)

◦ Concluded that Earth-Mother-Goddess, was honored as the great 
Life-Source and Wheel of Life

◦ Theorized that Indo-Europeans, a race of warriors, destroyed the 
Mother-Goddess societies in Italy, Greece, Mediterranean

 Crossed the Russian steppes ~18,000-14,000 BC

 Equated Father-God with King and Chieftain

Levy’s research was ignored or dismissed as incompatible with 
prevailing male-dominant versions of archaeological theory.

* The Gate of Horn: A Study of the Religion of the Stone Age and Its Influence on European

Thought, G. Rachel Levy (1948). 

Gertrude Rachel Levy – Librarian, Writer, Archeologist (1883-
1966); Fellow, Society of Antiquaries of London 1946.

Photograph: c. 1900. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gertrude_Rachell_Levy



20th Century Discoveries 
Lost in Plain Sight

Dr. Marija Gimbutas at Kerbstone
52, Newgrange, Co. Meath, Ireland, 
1989. 
//en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marija_Gimbutas

Gimbutas confirms Levy’s theories

Gimbutas theorized that worshippers of the Mother-Goddess: 
• Were indigenous people of Old Europe 
• Practiced monotheism in the Goddess 
• Raised up women High Priestess to represent Goddess on earth 
• Invaded by aggressive Indo-Europeans, the Kurgans, who destroyed 

M-G societies and assimilated/enslaved their people These 
hypotheses are still discounted by some, but many scholars* have 
based their own research on Gimbutas’ groundbreaking work.

* Merlin Stone (1976), Riane Eisler (1988), Anne Baring & Jules Cashford (1991), Caitlin Matthews (2001)

(Gimbutas, M. & Dexter, M, (1999)



Gimbutas’ Research-Based Theories

In Bosnia, Macedonia, Greece, and Italy, 
Gimbutas excavated female figurines and 
artifacts. These: 

 Showed procreation, birth-giving, 
religious ritual, death observance, and 
rebirth

 Represented a complete religion centered 
in the natural order of the cosmos 
(Gimbutas M, 1989)

 Demonstrated inaccuracy, inadequacy of 
term, “Fertility goddess”

 Established “… the Goddess in the prime 
of life who mated with the young god in 
the Sacred Marriage (Hieros Gamos) and 
then gave birth, again and again, to 
creation“  

(Gimbutas M. & M. Dexter, 1999)

Cave relief of Woman in Labor. 
Gimbutas believed she symbolized Goddess, 
c. 10,000 BC.  Cave in La Magdalaine, France. 

(Redmond, L. 1997)



www.Images.search.Yahoo.com/yhs/search?p=goddess+figurine+oldest+Europe; Redmond, 
L, 1997.



Anthro-Archeological Evidence 
Along with Goddess figures, temples, elaborate burial sites, advanced household 
implements, and art, also found religious ritual figures, indicating: 

• Matrifocal, matriarchal and/or matrilineal, peaceful agrarian societies, “probably 
equalitarian in social structure” (Gimbutas M. & M. Dexter, Ed. 1999). 

• The people “had an advanced aesthetic: they built two-story houses and beautiful 
temples, of which we have clay models. They produced beautiful painted ceramic 
ware” (Gimbutas M. & M. Dexter, Ed. 1999).

 Religious practices were integrated into daily life; the Goddess connected the people 
to the plants, animals, and land which sustained life. 

 Birth and Death were a natural cycle of life in the creation; evidenced in Goddess 
mounds, caves, tombs (previously noted by Levy).ds, caves, tombs.

(Gimbutas M. & M. Dexter, Ed. 1999)



WIDELY KNOWN GODDESSES

Venus of Hohle Fels - aka Venus of 
Schelk-lingen, 2.4″, c. 35,000-40,000 BCE 
Aurignacian (Upper Paleolithic, Cro-Magnon). 

Museum in Blaubeuren, Germany.  Found in 
cave hall in SW Germany by Nicholas Conard, 
Archaeologist (2008). 

Venus (Woman) of Willendorf – 4.4″ c.
28,000-25,000 BCE, Upper Paleolithic, found 
near Danube River, lower Austria (1908). 
Museum of Natural History, Vienna, Austria.

Venus of Lauselle – Goddess 
holding horn marked with lunar 
phases, possibly menses, 18.11″ c. 
25,000 BCE, Upper Paleolithic, 
limestone bas relief, SW France (1911).
Musée d'Aquitaine, Bordeaux, France.

Anatolian Mother Goddess, Figure giving 
birth braced between lions or leopards, 4.75″, 
c. 6000-5800 BCE, Neolithic. Found in grain 
bin, relating birth-giving to crop-growing to 
bread-baking. Found in Catal Hüyük (Turkey), 
Museum of Anatolian Civilization, Ankara, 
Turkey. Discovered by James Mellaart (1957).



Crete: Island-Protected Until Earthquake

Goddess of the Double Axe beside the Tree of Life; images express unity of 

Goddess’ rulership over domains of life and death. Mycenean seal, c. 1500 B.C. 
Double axe represents the ritual instrument that sacrificed the bull, which 
embodied regenerative power of the Goddess. 
Herakleion Archeological Museum, Crete.
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Minoan_snake_goddess_figurines; Baring & Cashford, 1993

Minoan Snake 
Goddess, displays two 
serpents (symbols of 
wisdom, prophetic 
counsel), an owl, also 
symbol of wisdom, on 
her head, and the 
connection between 
earth and sky. Neo-
palatial period c. 1700-
1450 BCE. 
Snakes symbolized the 
dynamic principle of the 
life-energy that never 
runs out, the power 
beneath the earth, which 
is expressed in all 
creation. Found by Arthur 
Evans (1907). 

Herakleion Archeological 
Museum, Crete. 
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mino
an_snake_goddess_figurine
s; Baring & Cashford, 1993



Distribution of Some Paleolithic Sites 
(Baring A & J Cashford 1991)



THEORY OF KURGAN INCURSIONS

Warm Sun, Fertile Soil, More Land



Kurgan Invasions

 Indo-European (Kurgan) invaders from 
territory above/between Black and 
Caspian Seas invaded societies, mostly to 
east and south. Kurgans were:

◦ Taller, stronger warriors

◦ On horseback or chariot

◦ Wielded swords, spears, axes

 Era of warfare/ displacement established 
in successive generations

 Many routes, many directions, over wide 
territory 

(Gimbutas M & M Dexter, Ed. 1999)

(https://indo-European.eu/2019/05/yamma-the-likely-source-of-the-
modern-horse-domesticates-the-closest-sample-yet-from-bell-
beaker-hungary)



3 Major Waves of Invasions

Waves

W 1
4400-4200 B.C. 

W 2 3400-3200 B.C.

W 3
3000-2800 B.C.

W 4 and ff.

Waves followed in 

successive generations, 

increasing invaders territory.

Gimbutas theorized that Proto-Indo-Europeans 
(Kurgans) invaded European, Mediterranean, 
Middle Eastern societies – even India and 
Chinese Turkestan – in 3 major waves.
Gimbutas M & M Dexter, Ed. 1999 

https://www.google.com/search?q=clip+art+Kurgan+warrior&rlz=1C1GCEA_enUS942US942&oq=cli
p+art+Kurgan+warrior&aqs=chrome..69i57j33i299.13660j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8



2 of 3 Major Waves of Kurgan Invasions

Map 1: KW1 (4,300-4,200 BC). Arrows show main invasion routes for 
earliest Kurgan incursions mainly into Old European cultures of 
Karanova (Bulgaria), Vinca (Serbia), Lengyel (Hungary), and Tiszapolgar
(Hungary). (Gimbutas M & M Dexter, Ed. 1999)

Map 2: KW3 (c. 3,000-2,800 BC). Arrows and shaded areas show later 
incursions from steppes (Eastern area of dark bars) and from 
hybridized cultures (e.g. oblong area in center). Dotted line shows 
possible route to Ireland. (Gimbutas M & M Dexter, Ed. 1999)

Note: Colored maps of far more extensive routes of Kurgan invasions are shown on 
Google, but source unverifiable or permission to use not option. 



Impact on Goddess Societies

Women were subjugated:
o Raped and enslaved
o Forced to marry invaders
o Ordered to adopt a new 

religion

Women lost:

o Civic, religious, and 
community roles

o Status and respect 

o Right to property

o Their agency

(Gimbutas M & M Dexter, Ed. 1999)

The Battle of the Romans and the Sabines
Annabale Carrarci (1560-1609)

Note: This is not an actual historical representation, but it is a depiction 
of how the author imagines the invasions occurred. 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Battle_of_the_Romans_and_Sabines.jpg



IMPOSITION OF A NEW 
MYTHOLOGY

Reversal of Psychic Framework 



Example of Loss: 

Inanna - The Great Goddess of Sumer
Sumerian culture, City of Uruk ~3,000-4,000 BC 
• Between Tigris and Euphrates Rivers (Mesopotamia)

Major site for Great Goddess Inannah (called Ishtar, 
Asherah, Anat, Astarte, Aphrodite in other cultures)

 Civilization highly developed:
◦ Originated earliest known written language. Sumerian texts tell 

of the importance of drumming during rituals. The High Priestess 
and her priestesses were often the drummers, providing rhythms 
and creating atmosphere for sacred rites. 

◦ Advanced educational, financial, legal systems, the technology of 
the wheel, irrigation systems, specialized crafts, and calendrical 
astronomy. 

 Religious Life 
◦ The Temples erected on “power spots”

◦ Ziggurat centered in sacred circle - powers of earth and heaven 
joined. 

◦ Heiros Gamos (Sacred Marriage) re-enacteded there 

◦ Sexual act regenerated the world 

(Redmond, L., When the Drummers Were Women (1997). 

“The bride was the goddess Inanna, who manifested … the 
…high priestess; her consort was the vegetation god Dumuzi, 
represented by the local king. To the resounding beat of frame 
drums played by temple musicians, heaven met earth within 
the bodies of the priestess and king.  Together, through a 
reenactment of the original sexual act that brought the 
universe into existence, they regenerated the world….called a-
ki-til, “the power of the world to live again….Their union 
ensured abundance and plenty for the community throughout 
the year to come.” (Redmond, L. 1997) 

VAM Nisaba Lagasch. A 
Sumerian goddess , maybe Inanna, 
depicted on vase fragment, 
Southern Mesopotamia, Iraq, c. 
2430 BC. Maces or other weapon 
rise from shoulder; Date cluster in 
right hand. The Pergamon
Museum, Berlin, Germany.
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:
VAM_Nisaba_Lagasch.jpg



“The Great Turning”

Goddess societies’ destruction:

• Imposed alien language, mythology, war-like 
ethos 

• Caused massive suffering, displacement, 
obliteration 

• Established heirarchy of most powerful 
males: priests, warriors, laborers  

• Destroyed the matrifocal/-lineal social 
orders

• Vanquished Mother-Goddess religious 
societies

(Baring, A. & J. Cashford, 1993)

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/236821744_Berserks_A_History
_of_Indo-European_Mad_Warriors



In centuries leading up to the 1st C. AD, Indo-European (Kurgan) 
warrior-kings were pre-cursors to early church fathers: 
 Claimed authority of Masculine God for priests, male representatives of 

God on earth 

 Replaced the Feminine God manifested in the High Priestess and her 
priestesses, female representatives of God on earth

 Patriarchal – Father religions established. Named for Abraham, 1st prophet 
of the Hebrew-Christian God Yahweh. The Abrahamic religions include: 

o Jewish founded ~7th c BC 

o Christian 4th c AD 

o Islam 7th c AD 

(Stone, M. 1976) 

Patriarchal Orthodoxy

Zeus-YHWH relief. 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/i
ndex.php?search=Depiction+of+anci
ent+YHWH&title=Special:MediaSear
ch&go=Go&type=image



Mother God to Father God

Appropriation of Goddess Ritual

Song of Songs (Old Testament, ~100 BC ) 
• Survived as mystical tradition of orthodox canon 
• Said to be King Solomon’s bridal song (built temple 10 C. BC)  
• Based on Hymn to Isis, likely written by one of the temple 

priestesses. 
Poem has rich imagery of Mother Goddess and sacred marriage 
rite (Heiros Gamos) as depicted by Sumerian’s and Egyptians.

◦ “Bride: I am my beloved’s and my beloved is mine, he who 
delights in lilies. 

◦ Bridegroom: You are beautiful, my dearest….Turn your eyes 
away from me; they dazzle me” (Song of Solomon, 6:3-5 
NEB).

(Baring A. & J. Cashford 1993)

.

From a poster series depicting The Song of Songs by Stasys
Krasauskas, Lithuanian painter, graphic artist (1929-1977). 
http://windmills-ofyourmind.blogspot.com/2013/02/the-song-of-songs-
stasys-krasauskas.html



Goddess Only? Mother/Father God?

Possible Syncretism

The Ta’anach cult stand has provoked varied 
interpretations: 

1st View: Alternates Mother and Father God 
by tiers. Tier 1 and 3, represents Asherah, as 
the Lion Lady and the Tree of Life: 

• Seen as consort/wife of El (Yahweh)

• Served as intermediary between mortals 
and Yahweh. 

2nd View: None of the iconography 
sufficiently represents YHWH Tiers 2 and 4

• May be symbols of Asherah on every tier

Its use is also debated, but likely was a 
miniature temple to use at home or to 
transport. 
Doak, Brian, Reevaluation of Some Iconographic Motifs on the 
Ta’anach Cult Stand, 2007, Faculty Publications – George Fox School 
of Theology. https://digital commons-georgefox-edu/ccs/184. 

Ellen White, Sr Ed, the Biblical Archaeology Society. Society 
https://www.biblicalarchaeology.org/daily/ancient-cultures/ancient-
israel/asherah-and-the-asherim-goddess-or-cult-symbol

The Ta’anach Four-Tiered Cult Stand, 10 C. BCE, 
found in ancient Canaanite City, Israel. 

© The Israel Museum, Jerusalem/ Israel Antiquities 
Authority (Photo: Avraham Hay)



Goddess Denunciated (Old Testament Example)

Men: “… from the time we left off burning sacrifices to 
the queen of heaven and pouring drink-offerings to her, 
we have … fallen victim to sword and famine.”
Women: “When we [did this], our husbands  knew full
well that we were making  crescent-cakes marked with
Her [Asherah’s] image…” (Jeremiah 44:18-21, NEB). 
Jeremiah: “This calamity has come upon you because
You burnt these sacrifices and sinned against the Lord …
You did not obey the Lord or conform to his laws, statutes, 
and teachings” (Jeremiah 44:23). 
(Baring A. & J. Cashford, 1993) 

Goddess Denounced

Lid of Mycenean ivory unguent 
box showing Asherah, holding 
sheaves of corn, flanked by goats.  
c. 1300 BC, Ugarit, northern 
Canaan.  (Baring  A. & J. Cashford, 1993)

Statuettes of Asherah
(Astarte) , 7th c.  BC, 
Tell Duweir, Palestine. 
Notice the holding of 
the breasts, offering 
nourishment. 
(Baring A. & J. Cashford, 1993) 



Fecund Birth to Sterile Word
In eliminating the Goddess, the people were separated from nature and 
their own part in the cosmos’ natural order. The awesome mystery of 
childbirth that marked women as Goddess was reduced to a minor event –
only necessary to continue the species of the oppressor. 

As Logos was made the Word, the Male God was proclaimed the creator 
of the cosmos and all living things. Actual reproduction and birthing was 
obscured under the new mythology and the developing doctrine of th
early church fathers.  There arose an over-riding sense of disgust for the 
sexual act and the evil women who seduced noble men. 

Creation just happened under God’s Almighty Hand. 

(McNamara, J. 1996)



HIDDEN GODDESS OF CHRISTIAN 
FAITH 

Re-invention, Resistence



Sophia, Goddess of Wisdom
“For she is the brightness of the everlasting light, the 
unspotted mirror of the power of God, and the 
image of his goodness. … And being but one, she can 
do all things: and remaining in herself, she maketh all 
things new: and in all ages entering into holy souls, 
she maketh them friend of God, and prophets.…”  

(Wisdom of Solomon 21:7, 8-2)

I am wisdom, I show the way to knowledge and 
prudence….The Lord created me the beginning 
of his works, before all else that he made, long 
ago. Alone, I was fashioned in times long past, at 
the beginning, long before earth itself….

(Proverbs 8:12, 22-23, NEB)

Sophia, artist unknown 
Street art, Brooklyn, NY  

Photo: Lumpkin, J. 2017 



Assigned ♀ Wisdom to ♂ Logos

Sophia’s Identity Robbed
1st C. Jewish philosopher, Philo was “influencer” of 
Father-centered religion: 

 Re-conceptualized Sophia, feminine creator, as Logos, 
masculine creator 

 Labeled Wisdom imagery of OT as Logos

 Made Logos new intermediary between Father-God 
and His creation (as compared to the Mother-God and 
Her Creation) 

Within 100 years, both Jewish and Christian doctrines 
succeeded in breaking Sophia. By mid-2nd C., she was no 
longer personified as Divine Wisdom.  

Similarly, women were systematically  excluded from 
church leadership roles*. 

*For a more complex discussion, See McNamara, J., 1996; 
Fiorenza, E.S. 1992, 1994.

(Pagels, E. 1979; Baring A. & J. Cashford 1993)

Philo of Alexandria, aka Philo Judaeus, 
Hellenistic Biblical philosopher (20 BC-50 AD).

https://images.search.yahoo.com/yhs/search?p=Phil
o%2C+1st+C+philosopher

https://images.search.yahoo.com/yhs/search?p=Philo,+1st+C+philosopher


Sophia Yet Revered
 Hildegard of Bingen – Abbess and Christian mystic (11th C.) 

described Sophia as the “encompassing energy of God.” Bingen
conveys that the world comes alive, “quickens” through Sophia:

“You of the whirling wings,
circling, encompassing energy of God:

you quicken the world in your clasp.
One wing soars in heaven,
one wing sweeps the earth,

and the third flies all around us.
Praise to Sophia!

Let all the earth praise her!”

https://www.huffingtonpost.com/2014/07/17/sophia-christian-wisdom_n_5589360.html

 The Aurora Consurgens (~1200 AD) – Author unknown 
alchemist who discusses Sophia as Wisdom in alchemical 
terms. One of the most significant books on alchemy, studied by Carl 
Jung and Marie Louise von Franz. (Raff, J. 2003)

• Jacob Boehme – Lutheran mystic (1575-1624), had a true 
encounter with Sophia as Name of God. “If I hold to Christ 
well enough, I will bring my soul to Sophia in Paradise” (Raff 
2003). Another source for Jung, Boehme’s view of Mary as the Virgin-
Sophia provides a necessary connection between the transcendent and 
the emerging self. (McLoughlin & Pinnock, ed. 1991)

Moon Mysteries
Columbia, SC

Photo: Lumpkin, J. April 2020 



Revered to Present Day

 Thomas Merton – Trappist monk (1915-
1968), wrote the famous prose poem on Holy 
Wisdom, Hagia Sophia (1962): “Dawn, The Hour 
of Lauds: There is in all visible things an invisible 
fecundity….This mysterious Unity and Integrity 
is Wisdom, Mother of all, Natura naturans”
(from the first paragraph).
http://ecumenicus.blogspot.com/2016/11/hagia-sophia-by-thomas-
merton.html

 Jeffrey Raff (b,1947) – Author of The 
Wedding of Sophia: The Divine Feminine in 
Psychoidal Alchemy (2003) described Sophia 
as, “a being of transcendent beauty, 
surrounded by bright light.” She came to him 
in a vision as a manifestation of the Godhead 
in the “psychoid” realm and instructed him to 
write a book about her. (Raff 2003)

Icon of Hagia
Sophia, Goddess 
of Wisdom, 
posted Nov. 8, 
2016 (Donald 
Trump elected US 
President), with 
Thomas Merton’s 
prose poem, 
“Hagia Sophia,” 
on blog, 
Ecumenicus. 
Source unknown.

(http://ecumenicus.blog
spot.com/2016/11/hagi
a-sophia-by-thomas-
merton.html)



Eve, Mother of All Life?
Across the centuries, the Yahwist Creation story (2nd 
“Priestly” account)* stands as the grand re-invention of 
Eve, the Mother of All Life. The strategy in the story of 
The Fall, in which Eve is blamed for all human sin 
forever, was to inject fear in the “converted” to ensure 
submission and domination. 

In place of:  
 The Holy Priestess… was evil temptress 
 The Tree of Life… was Tree of Good and Evil 
 Prophetic serpent… was the crafty serpent

 Groves for religious rites… was man and woman 
expelled from the Garden 

 Equal standing… was subordination
(Stone, M. 1976, Pagels, E. 1976, Eisler, R. 1987)

“The serpent said, ‘Of course you will not die. God knows that as soon as you eat it, your eyes will be 
opened and you will be like gods, knowing both good and evil.’ When the woman saw that the fruit 
of the tree was good to eat…she took some and ate it. She also gave her husband some, and he ate 
it”. (Genesis 3:3-6 NEB) Fall of Man

Peter Paul Rubens (1628-1629) 
Prado, Madrid

https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?search=The+Fall+
of+Man+Peter+Paul+Rubens&title=Special:MediaSearch&go=Go

&type=image



Eve, Mother of All Life, Shamed
The Yahwist Creation Story of Adam and Eve: 

• Replaced/discredited the Goddess religion 

• Established the patriarchal Abrahamic religion 
of the Hebrews, the region’s invaders 

• Fixed psychology of shame on women’s psyches 

Abraham lived no earlier than 1800 BCE, no later 
than 1550 BC. The time when the Jewish religion 
began is consonant with the literal expulsion of 
the Goddess. The last Goddess temple closed in 
500 AD.

(Stone, M. 1976) 

Eve, Auguste Rodin (1881) 
Detroit Institute of Art, Detroit, MI. 

Photo: Lumpkin, J. 2016



Eve, the real Mother of All Life
By comparison, The Gnostic gospel, On the 
Origin of the World, (Nag Hammadi scrolls) 
presents Eve with divine powers: 

“After the day of rest, Sophia (Wisdom) sent 
Zoe (Life), her daughter, who is called Eve, as 
an instructor to raise up Adam… When Eve 
saw Adam cast down, she pitied him, and 
she said, “Adam, live!” …When Adam saw 
her, he said, “You will be called the mother 
of the living, because you … gave me life.” 

(Pagels, E. 1979)

The Sixth Day, MC Escher, 1926
Columbia Museum of Art on exhibit

Photo: Lumpkin, J.  January 2021



FOLLOWERS AND EVANGELISTS

Syneisactical – What?



Women, the First Christians
Many Women Followed Jesus

With the beginning of the new Christian faith, women –
initially those of Galilee where Jesus lived – were able 
to improve their community and social status. This was 
accomplished by literally following Jesus when he called 
them to leave their home and follow him in ~27-31 AD*: 
1. Like the men (we know so well), the women left home to join 

the well-educated, charismatic Jesus on his walking ministry. 

2. Some married; many were childless widows, separated wives, 
or outcasts from their Jewish community. 

3. They absorbed the new faith 
• Learned Jesus’ teachings 

• Saw him welcome outcasts

• Show compassion for the poor  

• Challenged the religious and political order. 

*Based on estimates of dates of Jesus’ crucifixion (AD 30-34) plus 3 years for 
ministry (https://cbs.mbts.edu/2020/04/08/april-3-ad-33-why-we-believe-we-can-know-the-
exact-date-jesus-died/).

Note: I owe the content in this section to Jo Ann McNamara’s Sisters in Arms: Catholic Nuns through Two Millenia
(1996).  

Frieze of Holy Women 
Church of Saints Bartholomew and 

Gotthard, Lombardi Italy
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?searc

h=Early+Christian+Women



Hear Their Names
The True Founders

In the 1st C., it was these: 
 Mary, Jesus’ mother. and her sister Mary (Clopas’ 

wife)
 Mary of Magdala, Joanna (Chuzah’s wife), and 

Suzannah, each who Jesus exorcised demons 
 Salome and Mary, mother of sons of Zebedee
 Berenece (Veronica), outcast with menstrual disorder  
 Mary and Martha of Bethany*
 The Samaritan woman
 The Canaanite woman 
And later, Prisca, Lydia, Priscilla, Tabitha, Thecla, Chloe…

*Forerunners of two major arms of Christian religious community that 
nuns claimed for themselves: the mystic and the minister.

Jesus at House of Mary and Martha in 
Bethany, The Bible Panorama (1891)
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?search=
Mary+and+Martha+of+Bible&title



The Last Shall Be First
These and many nameless women in the 
crowds who heard “the last shall be first” 
are the first Christians, McNamara states. 

Christianity survived the ages due to 
women: 
“The community of embattled women from Galilee 
who followed Jesus to the cross should be placed into a 
context of women from every part of Roman society 
actively seeking a wider and more purposeful life. 
Without their money and their labor and their witness, 
no religion would have been born and no church could 
have been built.” (p. 13)

“They were present at the creation of Christianity and, 
though their testament has been drowned out by the 
thundering voice of Paul, it was their religion and they 
had a decisive share in its formation.” (p. 16)

(McNamara, J. 1996) 

Two Loaves and Five Fishes 
Multiplied. The Panarama Bible, 1891.
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php
?search=Miracle+Two 
Loaves+Five+Fishes+of+Bible&title=

Sermon of the Beatitudes, from The 
Life of Christ (1886-1898) James 
Tissot, Brooklyn Museum.
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php
?search=Jesus+Beatitudes&title=



Virginity: Highest Calling, Higher Status

Augustan Marriage Laws 
In reaction to Mark Antony’s 

dalliance with the alluring 

Egyptian Queen, Cleopatra, 

the Emperor Caesar Augustus 

enacted new marriage laws.  

The goal was to re-instate the patristic 
organizational unit.

 Required all men of the patriarchal class to 
marry women 

 Required all women to bear children 

 Exacted penalties and persecution if citizens 
ignored   

(McNamara, J. 1996) 

Image: 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?search=Emperor+Caesar+Augustus&title=

The Virginity Movement
To avoid the strictures of forced marriage 
and motherhood, women found autonomy 
in chastity. Virginity became the way to 
status and position: 
 Virgins remained virgins (difficult in a 

patriarchal culture). 

 Widows and separated, raped, and sullied 
women could reclaim their virginity by appeal 
to their Bishop and an approved process of 
the Church.  

 Sexual purity was an heroic undertaking,  
superior to the most pious marriage.

 Virginity was believed to command certain 
powers, leading to the cult of the vestal virgins 
and a general attitude of superiority.

(McNamara, J. 1996) 



The Mantle of Ministry

Women Evangelists

The women followers believed that Jesus was the 
Divine God come to earth in human form. After his 
crucifixion, they – like the men we read of in the 
NT – converted their grief and fear to evangelism. 
They assumed the mantle of His ministry. 
 At home, a commemorative meal and new liturgies were 

incorporated into Temple worship. 

 Abroad, preaching-prophesying in far-flung regions of the 
Roman Empire were a way of life. 

 Single households became House Churches, hosted by 
chaste women or couples (who adopted celibacy). 
◦ They formed “a center of worship, study, and hospitality for wandering 

preachers” and flourished well into the 3rd century. 

(McNamara, J. 1996)

Palmyra, AKA Tadmur in 1st C, was a busy 
trade route in central Syria. 1st C. evangelists 
no doubt traveled to this oasis, located 
between Damascus and the Euphrates River. 
Photo: James Gordon, 2009.
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?search=James+Go
rdon+2008+photo+of+Ancient+Palmyra&title=



Map of the routes of St. 
Paul’s ministry – an example 
of how geographically 
dispersed evangelists were in 
spreading the Gospel of the 
new church, including into 
India. In the apocryphal Acts 
of Paul and Thecla, Thecla 
travels with Paul, then when 
he rejects her, evangelizes on 
her own. (McNamara, J., 1996)

Map of St. Paul’s Routes in 1st C. Galleria and Syria. The Panarama
Bible (1890).  Map of St. Paul’s Routes in 1st. C. Galleria and Syria.  The Panarama Bible. (1890) 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?search=Maps+from+panoramic+bible&title



The Syneisactical Solution?

Syneisactical male-female relations naturally 
developed, while the gender system was actively 
debated. Women and men realized that, but for 
the bonds of duties to husband and children, 
women could be free agents; ie, if restrictions by 
reason of gender were removed, people could 
be, well, people. 

“In the aura of Jesus’ love and power, other 
distinctions seemed to melt away. Women and 
men traveled together freely, shared what they 
had, and helped one another bear their losses. 
This ideal of syneisactism, women and men living 
together chastely without regard for gender 
differences, was the most deeply radical social 
concept that Christianity produced.” (p.12)
(McNamara, J. 1996) 

But syneisactism and its effects concerned both 
the Roman state and the developing clergy. 

• The Romans objected to women’s new-found 
freedoms, which undercut the patristic family 
system. 

• The clergy viewed the prophetic missions with 
increasing misgivings, even as they omitted 
women from the clerical hierarchy. 

By the late 2nd C., nervous priests warned of sects 
meeting behind closed doors with wandering 
preachers, who they feared taught perverted versions 
of the faith. Writers tasked with prescribing church 
theology and proper gendered behavior also became 
uneasy with syneistac unions and charismatic 
preachers. The stage was set for Diocletion’s Great 
Persecutions, to be finally ended by Emperor 
Constantine in 3rd C. 

(McNamara, J. 1996 and Freeman, C. 2009)



Details from Christian Martyrs Last 
Prayer, Jean-Leon Gerome (1663)
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?search
=Christian+Martyrs&title=

Both From Catalogue 
Christian Heroes and 
Martyrs. William Foster 
(1885). The Library of 
Congress. 
Commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.p
hp?search=Christian+Martyrs&title=



ROMAN EMPIRE – ROMAN CHURCH

The Heroic Mary’s 



Early Christian Church – A Synthesis
Below is a partial synthesis after reading about The Early Christian Church, mostly 
from Charles Freeman’s A New History of Early Christianity (2009), Henry Lumpkin’s 
Saints and Legions (1973), and McNamara’s Sisters in Arms (1996).  

Christians today are invested in a faith that teaches the Gospel of Love, as 
summarized in the two great commandments: 
 “You shall love the Lord Your God with all your heart, mind, soul, and strength.” 
 “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” Or the vernacular: “Do unto others 

as you would have them do unto you.” 
 On these two, hang all the laws and the prophets.”

These ideas were unheard of in the centuries leading up to and during the 1st

Century of human history.  It was a time where oppression and poverty, violence and 
brutality was commonplace. In mostly urban areas, these were balanced with 
classical art, music, poetry, philosophy, and architecture. 

It was a world where prophesies, portents, and visions were commonplace.  Dreams 
were held in high regard, as seen with the oft-referenced use of dreams in scripture 
and the classical literature to foretell the future (divination) or to guide future action. 

Enter the nascent 1st C. Christian church emerging in this environment.  Charles 
Freeman in his A New History of Early Christianity (2009), notes the unresolved 
tensions and the competing forms and belief systems of the first Christians. In the 
midst of the Great Roman Persecutions and celebration of martyrs, arguments were 
frequent, councils were convened, and some sects were expelled as heretical.  It 
took up to the 4th and 5th C. to agree on a uniform set of beliefs, doctrines, and 
practices, which shaped the Roman Church, later to become the Roman Catholic 
faith.

In time, the Roman Empire and Roman Church shared the same goals of preserving 
the patriarchy and establishing a male-dominated socio-economic-religious order. 
Emperor Constantine (3rd C) adopted the Christian religion because he saw that the 
this new Christian faith served his purposes in organizing and controlling the 
populace.  Like the Empire, the Roman Church, and others which developed from it, 
were patriarchal, male-dominated, hierarchical, and disparaging of women. 

For example, the church fathers created the Doctrine of Apostolic Succession, 
starting with the disciple Peter, declared “Founder of the Faith.”  This assured the 
male lineage of the clergy through the male disciples.  It was one of many ways to 
exclude women as ordained clergy.  

The accepted canon of the Bible included the 4 Gospels - Matthew, Mark, Luke, 
and John – which tell narratives, although incomplete and conflicting in detail, of 
Jesus’ life.  His birth, teaching ministry, crucifixion and resurrection, form many 
articles of the faith, with the crucifixion and resurrection the primary focus in the 
story of his life.  Other significant books are the Acts of the Apostles, featuring 
accounts of Paul’s mission trips to far-flung lands, and The Book of Hebrews, which 
masterfully exhorted Christians to persevere during The Persecutions. 

Given the many forms of faith that 21st C. people practice today (where in some 
cases, exclusion is taken to extreme), it is difficult to believe that Christianity 
started from the teachings of a well-educated, charismatic Jew, Jesus of Nazareth, 
from northern Israel, in the Middle East. An understanding of the environment in 
which the first evangelizers of the new faith lived provides a context to appreciate 
how difficult it was to be a Christian.  (continued)

Divine Service in the 
Catacombs of St. Calixtus, 

A.D. 50. Artist: Anonymous.
Noted as Figure 8, possibly from 
manuscript.
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/inde
x.php?search=early+Christian+worshipp
ers&title=Special:MediaSearch&go=Go&

type=image



Connecting the Dots
First, Christianity was born in one of the greatest empires of conquest the world has 
seen, The Roman Empire. Jesus, a Jew who attended synagogue, grew up in 
Nazareth of Galilee, which like the surrounding areas, was part of the Roman’s 
territory, over which they ruled, governed, and defended.  

During the 1st C., the Roman Empire reached from Eastern lands bordering the Black 
and Mediterranean Seas, to Egypt, to Italy, Gaul (France), parts of Germany, Spain, 
North Africa and the British Isles. It required 100,000’s of trained combat soldiers to 
defend its many borders.  Miles’ long walls were built, with guard towers, trenches, 
and a vast technical and human support system.  The empire functioned under a 
complex, hierarchical organizational structure, headed by an Emperor, who 
delegated authority to Governors over the sub-divided territory. The Emperor 
Diocletian brought this organizational structure to its height.  It was a massive 
military bureaucracy. The soldiers were highly trained, well-equipped, and knew 
advanced warfare techniques. They were rewarded for succeeding in missions and 
punished severely if they collapsed on front lines.  

The Empire was polytheistic, although the Emperor was to be worshipped as God on 
earth.  Jews were significant players in structure and culture, along with Pagans 
(anyone not a Jew or later, a Christian) which included the great classical 
philosophers, Plato and Aristotle. The worship of the Olympian Gods, vestiges of 
Goddess religions, such as the Cult of Asherah and Isis, and variations, continued 
strong.  

In the middle of the confusing allegiances and belief systems, Christianity appealed 
to the people in its exclusivity: “Thou shalt have no other Gods but me.”  Its 
monotheism, message of love that theoretically included all, and its originating 
ministry to the poor and oppressed were attractive to many who resented and 
feared the increasing power and wealth of the ruling aristocracy and the Jewish 
priest class.

Within the developing Christian faith, schools of thought emerged, often promulgated by the 
Bishops, assigned to various territories of the Roman Church, during the 1st – 4th C. 
forward.  Their writings (teachings) influenced or became the accepted doctrine and 
theology of the church.  

The Gnostics, on which I spent some time in my previous workshop on Sophia, are of 
interest because of their specific views on feminine and masculine alchemy, male-female 
equality and their supposed devotion to Sophia. Largely due to attacks by Bishop 
Irenaeus, the Gnostics were branded as heretics, because as Freeman saw it, Irenaeus
was jealous of protecting his Christian community. This brand lasted for centuries until 
the discovery of the Nag Hammadi scrolls in 1945, which are viewed as largely Gnostic 
scripture.  These writings, compilations and accounts illustrate a community which 
actively discussed their faith and at times considered some outlandish stories, such as 
the evil being who sprung from Sophia, spreading chaos in the world, or Sophia’s fall 
from grace after “succumbing to procreative impulses”. Because my sources for this 
presentation detailed a far more complex picture of the Gnostics, which did not serve my 
overall purpose, I do not address them here.  

One of my frustrations in pursuing a central question of this talk; ie where are the 
women in the Early Church? is that I find male authors continue to ignore discussion of 
women, other than as sidebars, as they give their account of HIStory.  It typically takes a 
woman author to include the perspective and experience of the women.  It is wonderful 
to have them accounted for with scholarship from the 1970s forward in particular, BUT I  
do find almost contradictory versions, difficult to reconcile in a continuing narrative.  

Ergo, you will see such sources as Elaine Pagels’ The Gnostic Gospels, Marjorie Starbird’s
Woman With the Alabaster Jar, and of course, the all-encompassing, The Myth of the 
Goddess by Baring and Cashford.  

So consider this a kind of disclaimer.  Without being a lifelong student of feminist 
theology, I have to settle for dots; ie, connecting one dot and another to construct a 
narrative thread.  

In this section, I am focusing on the two Mary’s:  Mary Magdalene and Mary, Mother of 
Jesus.  So much to cover.  I’ve only touched some basics here.  

Julie Lumpkin
June 3, 2021



Mary Magdalene, Soul Companion
Mary of Magdala, the Magdalene, was an ardent follower, a 
disciple of Jesus throughout his ministry. She was faithful to 
him at the foot of the cross, the tomb in Gethsemane, the 
Upper Room after the Crucifixion. Recent scholarship more 
accurately characterizes her as a soul companion to Jesus, 
His Beloved, His counterpart, and later apostle of 
Christianity. Depictions of Mary vary, depending on the 
source:
 The Gospel of Philip recounts that Jesus taught Mary “the 

mysteries” before he taught the other disciples and that Jesus 
“kissed her on the mouth”.

◦ Peter was jealous; denied that Jesus would tell her the mysteries 
before the men. 

◦ Mary is hurt that Peter thinks so little of her. 

 To establish male authority and the Apostolic succession, 
Church fathers, i.e. the bishops setting early church doctrine, 
refuted Magdalene’s story of being first to see Jesus after His 
resurrection (as recorded in Gospels of John and Mark). 

 She was further discounted as a great spiritual leader herself 
and branded a whore, a falsehood that remains today.

(Bourgeault, C. 2010, McNamara, J. 1996, Pagels, E. 1979, Starbird, M. 1993, Watterson, M. 
2019)

Magdalena
Gheorghe Tattarescu (1818-1884) 

Romanian artist
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Gheorghe_Tattarescu#/media/File:Gheo

rghe_Tattarescu_-_Magdalena.jpg



Mary Magdalene, Faithful Apostle
Is the apostle to the left of Jesus Mary 
Magdalene?

Reproduction of The Last Supper (1498) 
Leonardo DaVinci (1452-1519)

Santa Maria delle Grazie, Milan, Italy
Think DaVinci Code, Dan Brown, 2003. 

Author Marjorie Starbird (1993) argued that the 
two would have married to follow custom of the 
time.*

 She posited that Mary Magdalene was the 
“hidden Mary”: 
◦ Woman who anointed Jesus with the alabaster jar*  
◦ Mary, in rapt attention at Jesus feet
◦ The wedding at Cana (their wedding?)*
◦ The Other Mary at the foot of the cross 
◦ The disciple who saw Jesus first after His resurrection

• She argued that Magdalene and Jesus’ marriage was 
in fact a Sacred Marriage or Heiros Gamos, just as 
enacted by the Goddess religion (Asherah) co-
existing at that time with the Hebrew God. (Jocelyn 
Mercado compares their marriage or union to Heiros
Gamos of Goddess Inanna and Demuzi from 
Mesopotamian mythology.) 

*Other sources say no:  Freeman (2009); McNamara (1996)
(Mercado, J., 2021, Starbird, M., 1993, Watterson, M. 2019)



Mary Magdalene, Refugee

Legend says, after Jesus’ crucifixion, 
Mary Magdalene feared for her life, 
fled to Egypt, then sailed to SW France. 
Some say she fled with a group of up 
to 70 Christians, including other 
disciples, and preached first in 
Marseille then later in south of France. 
Some say she traveled in secret with 
one or two guides who smuggled her 
out of Egypt. In either case, Mary 
Magdalene is said to have settled in 
Saint Baume, where she lived and 
established a Christian community
(McNamara, 2009, Starbird, M., 1993, Watterson, M. 2019; www.thecatholictravelguide.com) 

St. Maximin Marie Madeleine Embarque. Bas relief in 
Basilica of Saint Maximin de La Saint Baume. 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?search=St.+Maximin+et+St.+Ba
ume&title=Special:MediaSearch&go=Go&type=image



St. Baume, near Aix en Provence, France

Mary Magdalene, Evangelist

A Dominican monastery/convent, basilica, 
cave, and shrine are dedicated to Mary 
Magdalene in St. Baume, where many 
visitors come to honor her present-day. 
Curiously, McNamara says it was Mary of 
Bethany, conflated with Magdala, who 
started the Christian community.  Other 
scholars and the local community itself 
believe it was Mary Magdalene in Saint 
Baume. This is evidenced by the obvious 
veneration shown to her, including an 
annual parade through the village carrying 
Mary’s skull on the Feast Day of Mary 
Magdalene July 22.  
(McNamara, 2009, Starbird, M., 1993, Watterson, M. 2019; 
www.thecatholictravelguide.com) 

Reliquary of what is believed to be 
Mary Magdalene’s skull 
surrounded by 4 angels. By Reviol, 
19th C. Crypt of Basilica of Saint-

Maximin-de-la-Sainte-Baume. 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?se
arch=St.+Maximin+et+St.+Baume&title=Special:M
ediaSearch&go=Go&type=image

Basilique-Marie-Madeleine-de Saint-
Maximin-de-la-Sainte-Baume.
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?search=+S
aint-Maximin-la-Sainte-Baume&title=



Mary Magdalene, Venerated

Saint-Maximin-la-Sainte-Baume Abbaye Royale des Dominicans. 
Region Provence-Alpes-Cote d’Azur. 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?search=+Mary++in+Sainte+Baume%2C+Franc
e&title=Special:MediaSearch&go=Go&type=image

Sanctuary de la Maria Magdalena in cave of 
Sainte-Baume in Provence.
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?searchMary++in+Sainte+
Baume%2C+France&title=Special:MediaSearch&go=Go&type=image



Holy Mother, the Virgin Mary
The Cult of the Perpetual Virgin Mary 

The Aprocryphal gospel, the Protoevangelion, 
promoted the perpetual virginity of Mary and her
Immaculate Conception. Due to her obedience to 
God’s will, Mary serves as antidote for Eve’s 
curse, as the original disobedient Mother of Life. 
The Doctrine of the Perpetual Virgin said:

 Mary’s Mother, Anne, conceived Mary through the 
Holy Spirit.  Mary…
◦ Was betrothed to Joseph as pure virgin

◦ Conceived Jesus through the Holy Spirit

◦ Remained a virgin after birthing Jesus (and his siblings)

 Her purity made her acceptable as teacher of the 
apostles after Jesus’ ascension. 

 Marian theology strengthened the doctrine of 
virginity, made more credible by scriptural basis.

(McNamara, J. 1996; Brown, R. 1951) 

Madonna and Child
Ed. Note: Artist UNK, Pencil sketch hung in the 

dining room where I grew up (1952-1974) 
in Rock Hill, SC.  



Holy Mother Mary, Virgin

In Answer to Job (1952), the great depth psychologist, Dr. Carl Jung, best 
presents the importance of the Virgin Mary to psychological integration. 
Two dogmas were critical to psychic individuation:  
1. The Dogma of Mary as Virgin Mother ─ [connects us]to the generative feminine 
dimensions of the human psyche. The miraculous birth is “the emergence of the self 
from its unconscious ground.”  
2. The Dogma of the Bodily Assumption of the Blessed Virgin (1950) * ─ teaches that 
the Virgin Mary, "having completed the course of her earthly life, was 
assumed body and soul into heavenly glory… and in The Immaculate Conception, 
“there to sit in splendor at the right hand of her Son, the immortal King of the ages.”
Together, “the Immaculate Conception and the Assumption are the integration of the 
feminine, intuitive, generative aspects of the psyche into the emerging self”. 
*Pope Pius XII, Munificentissimus Deus (1950) was written in hopes of leading humanity away from war toward salvation. 

http://chnetwork.org/2011/09/01/why-did-pius-xii-proclaim-the-dogma-of-marys-assumption/

(McLoughlin, W. & J. Pinnock, ed. 1991) 



Blessed Virgin Mary to High Heaven

Dogma of Assumption (1950)

“Without the Blessed Virgin, divinity is 
associated only with moralistic rational 
masculinity. A religion that does not honour
the archetype of the Great Mother as 
Christians do in the Blessed Virgin Mary has 
an incomplete conception of ultimate 
reality that is unable to integrate 
experience fully.”
(McLoughlin, W. & Pinnock, J. ed. 1991) 

The Assumption (c. 1626)
The Cathedral of Our Lady, Belgium

Peter Paul Rubens



Emergence of Divine Feminine
Author’s Reflection: McLoughlin and Pinnock (1991) 
concluded that the archetype of the Great Mother as 
seen in the Blessed Virgin Mary must be integrated with 
the Great Father to complete our conception of ultimate 
reality.  So that we will be balanced as human beings, 
they imply. 

However, we are left with masculine-feminine 
integration within the construct of a patriarchal religion. 
This is not acceptable for many.  

It is clear that organized religion and spiritual 
consciousness are at an inflection point. 

Can we fully integrate the Divine Feminine into our 
conscious awareness and into the Emerging Church in 
our Time?  If we have fallen out of our story, as Bishop 
Larry Maze said (Haden Summer Dream Conference 
2021), what is the next story for our Faith and our 
“Church”?

Mona Lisa – Divine Feminine – Mother Mary
Artist UNK. Brooklyn, NY, Street Wisdom

Photo:  Lumpkin, J., 2016



Where Are the Women?

For most of my life, I have asked, “Where are the 
women?”  

In the 1960s, I asked this question as I looked at only 
male clergy, acolytes, layreaders during worship.  I 
asked this question when I heard androcentric scripture 
read.  And in 2021, I have asked this question when 
reading some of the sources for this presentation.  

Often, if not documented, then the women’s presence 
is known in the offhand mention and exaggerated 
absence. 

The invisible woman (calling on her unfamiliar  
masculine) and the toxic male (seeking a feminine he 
hardly recognizes) should be no more. As human beings 
on earth at this moment, we are called to help 
determine the nature of our journey forward. It is as 
simple and as hard as integrating the archetypal 
principles of the feminine and masculine to reach full 
expression in ourselves. There is nothing less than the 
future of humanity and planet earth at stake.  

Julie Lumpkin - June 3, 2021

On left: “I am one who 
will rise to take up the 
chalice again and blow 
the winds of change in 
the direction toward 
which all the earth and 
all humanity long”  
(Soul Collage card, 
Lumpkin, J. 2016).
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