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PRIMARY SOURCES 
• Joyce Rockwood Hudson, Natural Spirituality 
• Marcus Borg, religious studies scholar and Christian author, Meeting Jesus Again for the 

First Time, and The Heart of Christianity 
• Elizabeth Johnson, theologian at Fordham University, author of She Who Is 
• David Tacey, scholar in literature and Jungian studies, author of Religion as Metaphor 
• Also biblical studies scholars like Raymond Brown, Gail O’Day, and Sharon Ringe. 

ISRAEL’S WISDOM TRADITION 
• In the Jewish tradition, wisdom can have three different meanings:  

o It refers to a literary genre represented in the scriptural books that have become 
known as Wisdom texts, including Proverbs, Job, Song of Solomon, and 
Ecclesiastes in the Old Testament or Hebrew bible, and the books of Sirach, 
Wisdom of Solomon, and Baruch in what are known as Apocryphal books.  

o Wisdom can simply mean those wise or pithy sayings which Marcus Borg calls 
“practical counsel for living the wise way.” 

o The personification of God’s Wisdom in female form as the Wisdom Woman. The 
noun wisdom in Hebrew is hokmah and in Greek is sophia, and so the proper 
name Sophia is often given to this feminine face of God. This personification first 
appears in the book of Proverbs. 

THE GOSPEL OF JOHN AND ITS PROLOGUE 
• The Gospel of John is considered to be the latest Gospel, written probably between the 

years 90 and 100 CE. 
• The Prologue – or first 18 verses – of the Gospel of John consists of text that is believed 

to be an early Christian hymn mixed with prose. 
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THE PROLOGUE TEXT 
1In the beginning was the Word, And the Word was with God, 

And the Word was God. 
2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things came into being through him, 

and without him not one thing came into being. 
What has come into being 4in him was life, 

And the life was the light of all people. 
5The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness does not overcome it. 

 
6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness to testify to 
the light, so that all might believe through him. 8He himself was not the light, but he came to 
testify to the light. 9The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 
 

10He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; 
yet the world did not know him. 
11He came to what was his own, 

and his own people did not accept him. 
12But to all who received him, 

who believed in his name, 
he gave power to become children of God, 

13Who were born, not of blood 
or of the will of the flesh 

or of the will of man, but of God. 
14And the Word became flesh and lived among us, 

and we have seen his glory, 
the glory as of a father’s only son, 

full of grace and truth. 
 

15(John testified to him and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me 
ranks ahead of me because he was before me.’”) 

 
16From his fullness we have all received, 

grace upon grace. 
 

17The law indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18No 
one has ever seen God. It is God the only Son, who is close to the Father’s heart, who has made 
him known. 
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LOGOS AND SOPHIA: COMPARISON OF CLAIMS 
 

Logos Sophia 
Present In the 
beginning 

Proverbs 8:22 The LORD created me [or conceived me] at the 
beginning of his work, the first of his acts long ago. Ages ago I was 
set up, at the first, before the beginning of the earth. When there 
were no depths, I was brought forth, when there were no springs 
abounding with water…26 When he established the heavens, I was 
there, when he drew a circle on the face of the deep, when he made 
firm the skies above, when he established the foundations of the 
deep… 
Sirach 1:4 Wisdom was created before all other things, and prudent 
understanding from eternity.  
Wisdom 6:22 I will tell you what wisdom is and how she came to 
be…I will trace her course from the beginning of creation… 

Was with God Prov 8:30…then I was beside him, like a master worker; and I was 
daily his delight, rejoicing before him always, rejoicing in his 
inhabited world and delighting in the human race.  
Wis 8:3 She glorifies her noble birth by living with God, and the Lord 
of all loves her. For she is an initiate in the knowledge of God, and 
an associate in his works. 
Wis 9:9 With you is wisdom, she who knows your works and was 
present when you made the world. 
 

Was God Wis 7:24-25 For wisdom is more mobile than any motion; because of 
her pureness she pervades and penetrates all things.  
Wis 8:1 She reaches mightily from one end of the earth to the other, 
and she orders all things well. 
Sirach 24:5 Alone I compassed the vault of heaven and traversed the 
depths of the abyss. 6 Over waves of the sea, over all the earth, and 
over every people and nation I have held sway. 
Wis 8:8 …she knows the things of old, and infers the things to come; 
she understands turns of speech and the solutions of riddles; she 
has foreknowledge of signs and wonders and the outcome of 
seasons and times. 
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All things came into 
being through 

Prov 3.19 The Lord by wisdom founded the earth.  
Wisdom 7:7 I called on God, and the spirit of wisdom came to 
me…21 I learned both what is secret and what is manifest, 22 for 
wisdom, the fashioner of all things, taught me. 
Wis 8: 6 And if understanding is effective, who more than she is 
fashioner of what exists? 
Wis 9:1-2 “O God of my ancestors and Lord of mercy, who have 
made all things by your word, and by your wisdom have formed 
humankind… 
 

Source of life Prov 3:16, 18 Long life is in her right hand; in her left hand are riches 
and honor…She is a tree of life to those who lay hold of her; those 
who hold her fast are called happy.  
Wis 8:13  Because of her I shall have immortality, and leave an 
everlasting remembrance to those who come after me…17 in 
kinship with wisdom there is immortality, and in friendship with her, 
pure delight… 
 

Light of all, true light Wis 7:26 For she is a reflection of eternal light, a spotless mirror of 
the working of God, and an image of his goodness. 
 

Came to the world; 
not accepted by the 
world 

Prov 8:1-5 Does not wisdom call, and does not understanding raise 
her voice? On the heights, beside the way, at the crossroads she 
takes her stand; beside the gates in front of the town, at the 
entrance of the portals she cries out; “To you, O people, I call, and 
my cry is to all that live. O simple ones, learn prudence; acquire 
intelligence, you who lack it. 17 I love those who love me, and those 
who seek me diligently find me… 
Prov 1:20-26 Because I have called you and you refused, have 
stretched out my hand and no one heeded, and because you have 
ignored my counsel and would have none of my reproof, I also will 
laugh at your calamity; I will mock when panic strikes you, when 
panic strikes you like a storm. 
 

Gives power to 
become children of 
God 

Prov 8:32 And now, my children, listen to me, happy are those who 
keep my ways. Hear instruction and be wise, and do not neglect 
it…35 For whoever finds me finds life and obtains favor from the 
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LORD; but those who miss me injure themselves; and all who hate 
me love death. 
 

Lived or “pitched his 
tent” among us 

Sirach 24:8 “Then the Creator of all things gave me a command, and 
my Creator chose the place for my tent. He said, ‘Make your 
dwelling in Jacob, and in Israel receive your inheritance.’ 

Glory to be seen Sirach 24:1-9 Wisdom praises herself, and tells of her glory in the 
midst of her people. In the assembly of the Most High she opens her 
mouth, and in the presence of his hosts she tells of her glory: “I 
came forth from the mouth of the Most High, and covered the earth 
like a mist. I dwelt in the highest heavens, and my throne was in a 
pillar of cloud…” 
Wis 6.12 Wisdom is radiant and unfading 
Wis 7:25 For she is a breath of the power of God, and a pure 
emanation of the glory of the Almighty  
Sirach 24:1-6 Wisdom praises herself, and tells of her glory in the 
midst of her people. In the assembly of the Most High she opens her 
mouth, and in the presence of his hosts she tells of her glory…  
 

OTHER LINKS BETWEEN JESUS AND SOPHIA 
• Like Jesus, Sophia calls us to follow her 
• Like Jesus, Sophia is associated with vine, bread, wine, water of life, and banquets 
• Like Jesus, Sophia makes people friends of God 
• Like Jesus, Sophia has saving power 

 

In the beginning was Sophia-Wisdom, and Sophia-Wisdom was with God, and 
Sophia-Wisdom was God. She was in the beginning with God. All things came into 
being through her. And without her not one thing came into being that has come 
into being. In her was life, and the life was the light of all people…She was in the 

world, and the world came into being through her, yet the world did not know her. 
And Sophia-Wisdom became flesh and pitched her tent among us. 

EARLY CHRISTOLOGICAL METAPHORS 
“Son of the Father” and “Incarnation of Sophia” are both used to describe Jesus from early on 
and therefore neither are literal claims about him. (Borg) 
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